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Introduction 
Women have been the most marginalized group in our country. Atrocities against women are on the rise. Though, several laws have been enacted for the protection of women there still looms a large gap between legality and reality. Despite the legal protection offered by the Constitution and other legislations the situation of women is far from satisfactory. The existence of women is threatened by the rate of harassment and human rights abuses which they have to face. The legal and policy framework and above all the implementation procedure does not look at the real constraints and plight of this most marginalized section of the country. In this era the major challenge is to empower and make women aware of their rights which they can use to fight injustices. 
Lack of Legal literacy is not just an impediment to individual dreams but to the effective functioning of our democracy. The issues of gender and poverty increase this problem manifold. In India’s context as the population nears the 1 billion mark and with issues of poverty and social inequities becoming larger, it is time to face the challenges. Legal Literacy is the key to the all round development of our country. 

In order to seek justice for all, safeguard rights, and promote legal empowerment of the society there emerges a need for making the local populace legally aware about their rights and entitlements. This process also facilitates the justice seekers to approach and utilize various channels available for the redressal of grievances like the Police, the Executive and the Judiciary. The knowledge of ones legal rights enables participation in the decision making process, instills responsiveness, accountability and encourages people to work towards achieving equality and justice. There is an emergent need to generate legal literacy amongst the masses especially amongst the disadvantaged sections of the society.  

In the context of the State of Jharkhand the status of women is even worse. The distinct socio-economic Profile of the State especially the status of women are a cause of concern. Women due to their low levels of literacy are susceptible to injustices and this is doubled if women belong to poor families especially from Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribe groups. In keeping with this backdrop there arose an emergent need to hold a “State Level Congregation of women with the Higher Judiciary for interaction and solution finding”.
 Objectives 
The objectives of “State Level Congregation of women with the Higher Judiciary for interaction and solution finding” were as follow - 
Profile of the participants 
Women from all districts of Jharkhand from rural areas congregated at the State level meet to voice their concerns and aspirations and solicit concerns. More than 800 women participated in this event.
The women belonged to Self-help groups (SHGs) who are visualized as vehicles to bring about affirmative change at the grass-root level. These women SHGs are viewed as agents which would act as pressure groups on social issues.        
Day I 

Inaugural Session 
The three day event was inaugurated by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Altamas Kabir, Senior Judge Supreme Court of India & Executive Chairman, National Legal Services Authority by lighting of lamp. Other distinguished guests present were Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Gyan Sudha Misra, Chief Justice Jharkhand High Court and Patron-in-chief Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority, Hon’ble Mr. Justice S.B. Sinha, Former Judge Supreme Court of India & presently Chairman Telecom Dispute Settlement & Appellate Tribunal Hon’ble. Mr. Justice M. Y. Eqbal, Judge High Court of Jharkhand and Executive Chairman, Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority and all Hon’ble Judges of Jharkhand High Court.
In his welcome address Hon’ble Mr. Justice M. Y. Eqbal stated that women would have to take centre stage fight the atrocities being committed against them. He also provided an insight into the works being undertaken by the Jhrakhand State Legal Services Authority in order to provide access to justice to all. 

Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Gyan Sudha Misra in her address stated that rural women due to the lack of access to facilities like education were at the receiving end of the justice system. She also highlighted that all parents should understand that education is essential and provide the same to their children. She stated that crimes against women could only be addressed when they have education as a weapon in their hand.
Hon’ble Mr. Justice S.B. Sinha i n his address pointed out at the most inhuman crime being committed against women in the State of Jharkahnd i.e. Daiyan Pratha (Witch-craft). He stated that there was a need to bring about awareness amongst women so that they can fight for their rights. He also stated that each women present here should be the voice for the other rural women and fight back injustices with more vigor and strength.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Altamas Kabir, in his inaugural address stated that what I have read, what I have heard about RLEK and what I am seeing today, RLEK is doing the commendable work not only in the legal area of legal literacy and legal empowerment but also on education, social justice and other issues. I congratulate Mr. Kaushal, Chairperson of RLEK for the same. Justice Kabir also said that lack of awareness and education was the main cause for injus tices being meted out to the marginalized populations especially women. 
He stated that lack of awareness has given rise to practices like witch-craft which are a crime against humanity.  He stated that all women need to bring about a revolution so that they can demand their due rights and end crimes against them.    
These addresses were followed by an interactive session. Women who have been victims of witch-hunting put forth the injustices they have suffered. 

Similar atrocities were committed against Chameli Devi, Village Chalakri Kalan, Hazaribagh, Pinki Khaka, Tapodana, Ranchi and they too put forth their grievances before the Hon’ble Judges who assured them that action against the culprits would be initiated at the earliest.

Also during the interactive session it was pointed out by the participants that girls as well as women from the State were being sold and they were being made to work under inhumane conditions in metros as domestic help. Many families were still awaiting news from their girls and these girls were not even being given the wages which were due to them and at the same time they were being subjected to physical, mental and sexual abuse.
 
The women also pointed out that since the state was naxal infested the police was seen more as violators of laws and not as officials ensuring security of the people. The participants pointed out that women coming out and registering their cases was a rarity but such women have been deterred from registering their cases by the intimidating behaviour of the police and especially the Mahila Thana was not sensitive to the victim’s infact they would ask for bribe for registering their cases. As a result of which women were not fighting for their rights and the accused would go scot-free. 

The participants stated that the system needs to be sensitive to the needs of women victims at the same time be responsive and transparent in their functioning so that they are in a better position to demand their rights and entitlements. This would ensure the confidence of women in the system and they would be in a better position to voice their concerns and ensure speedy action.   

Session I: Laws protecting rights of women with special focus on Witch hunting (prevailing evil against women in Jharkhand)
The session was chaired by Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Jaya Ray, Judge, High Court of Jharkahand  and the distinguished guest was Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pradeep Kumar, Judge, High Court of Jharkahand.  

Hon’ble Mrs. Justcie Jaya Ray while addressing the participants stated that witch-hunting was the most cruel and degrading crimes against women. She also pointed out that many a times vested interests would use these superstitions to settle personal scores or acquire land. 

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pradeep Kumar stated that women need to be aware about the laws safeguarding their interests so that they can approach the right authorities with their grievances and this would ensure quick justice. Ms. Pinki Khakha, R/o Vill. Saudagh, Block – Namkum, Ranchi stated that she was termed as a “Dayan” and her family was killed. She and her younger brother need protection. To this the distuinges guest refred the matter to the JHALSA for appropriate action. 

One of the participants stated that witch-hunting had become a common phenomena in the state. To this Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Jaya Ray provided information on the specific law of “The Prevention of Witch Practices Act (2001)” the punishment under the law. Therefore, she stated that if women were aware about this law it would make an impact. 
One of the participants stated that her husband had remarried and he had deserted her as well as her child. Since she has no source of income she as well as her daughter were living in abject poverty. To this Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pradeep Kumar informed her of the maintenance provisions under the law and how she can avail the same.

Women also stated that many a times police officials refused to register their First Information Report. To this the distinguished panelist stated that it was the duty of the police officials to register a case and if they failed to do so they would have to face dire consequences. They also stated that help in this regard could be provided by the Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority.  
It was also highlighted that women from SHGs could provide a solution to women’s problems in their villages as they were in a better position to understand their problems and were also accessible.   
Session II: Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
The session was chaired by Dr. (Prof.) Faizan Mustafa, Vice-chancellor, National Law University, Orissa and the resource persons were Ms. Poonam Rastogi and Ms. Pallavi Bahuguna from Legal Cell of RLEK. 
Dr. (Prof.) Faizan Mustafa provided an insight into the salient features of the act which provides for quick disposal of cases, widening of the term violence and the easy procedure under the act for filing of complaint. During the course of the session it was highlighted that violence involved mental, emotional, physical, emotional and sexual. To this the participants elucidated that women have been subjugated to violence of all forms within the four corners of their house but now this act would provide them the voice and strength to fight injustices. 

The participants were eager to know the authorities under the act so that they could approach them in case of injustices. It was also pointed out by the participants that Domestic violence is one of the gravest and the most pervasive human rights violation against women. However, they also showed signs of despair as they stated that women have accepted it as their destiny because of being ostracized by their own family as it still remains a taboo. To this all the participants unanimously stated that there was no need to fear and now women need to break the chains which they have been tied to as this legislation would provide them justice.  

One of the participants stated that many a times husbands would sell off their jewelry without taking their consent and this would leave women helpless. To this they were told that this would amount to economic abuse which falls under the ambit of the Domestic Violence Act. The concept of shared household was also highlighted during the course of the session as many participants stated that women would not report these matters because of the fear they would have to leave their homes. 

Women reiterated that they need to fight these injustices by uniting and fighting for their rights as well as other women within their vicinity.       

Day II 

Session III – National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 (NREGA)
Resource persons for the session on NREGA were Mr. Nachiketa Mittal, Co-ordinator RLEK, Mr. Narendra Kumar Tripathi, legal trainer RLEK and Ms. Rekha Pundir, Master Trainer, PRAGATI. The session on NREGA was of utmost importance to the participants as this new legislation by providing employment to rural populace opened new avenues for economic empowerment of women and at the same time ushered development in their villages. 

During the course of the session various issues especially ground realities in the implementation of the Act were brought to light by the participants. In regard to the unemployment allowance it was unanimously held by the participants that it was never paid. 
Another area which was highlighted by Ms. Nanda Devi, R/o Tamar, Distt. Ranchi was that gender disparities had cropped into the implementation of NREGA and widows who viewed NREGA as a tool to bring about economic emancipation were being denied work under NREGA. Further, women are not paid equal remuneration as compared to their male counterparts for the same work being done. 
Shiv Kumari Devi, R/o Distt. Latehar pointed out to the apathy of the government machinery as the women participants complained that most of the times Village Development Officer was not available in the office to accept applications for job cards, unemployment allowance and other issues related to NREGA.
The Act provides for establishment of crèches under NREGA. However, women participants raised concerns about non-establishment of crèches at work place which was putting the safety of their children at stake. Ganjiya Devi, R/o Chattra brought to light that in many parts of Jharkhand contractors are dominating and controlling the work activities under NREGA and are hand-in-gloves with the government officials. The participants stated that such practices should be stopped immediately so that the real benefits of the Act percolate to the grass-root level and women are included in the ambit of economic participation. Another, grave irregularity which was pointed out by the participants was that in many districts of Jharkhand job cards are not issued to people and especially women who are not land-owners.  
Women unanimously held that lack of awareness was the biggest impediment in the empowerment.

Absence of Panchayat due to delay in Panchayat elections was the major concerns of women participants. They strongly believed that unless Panchayat elections are held they will not be accorded their rights and entitlements under NREGA as the primary implementation agency under NREGA is the Panchayati Raj Institution. 


Session IV -Women related welfare legislations and schemes with special focus on labour issues  

The session was chaired by Mrs. Arandhana Patnaik, Labour Commissioner, Ranchi and the panelist was Ms. Supriya Rao, International Labour Organization. The participants were informed about Payment of Wages Act, Minimum Wages Act and schemes such as the Swasthey Bema Yojna. 
Ms. Supriya Rao talked about various International Labour Conventions and India’s obligations to comply with them by incorporating the international labour standards in India’s domestic labour laws.
Also information was provided about the international labour laws and conventions. It was also highlighted that Indian labour laws are comprehensive but their implementation is tardy. Over the last decade the impact of globalization and privatization the situation is further getting aggravated. It was also pointed out that a minuscule fraction of the workforce is organised which gives rises to a lot of problems. It was deliberated that it was necessary to create a healthy work environment a rights based framework as well as for higher production and productivity.

Human rights issues of migrant labour in India and its violations at the grass roots level was also an issue which the participants stated was a major cause of concern because of the number of people from Jharkahand traveling to metros for a better future. The women also put forth instances were women form the State were being made bonded laborers or sold and were made to work under inhumane conditions. They stated that this trap would result in these women being indebted for life. 
The women participants raised the issue that they were not being given equal pay for equal work and this was one of the worst forms of gender discrimination as it was hampering the economic empowerment of women. Overall, this session brought to the attention ways in which labour injustices have particularly negatively impacted on the lives and livelihoods of women. The session facilitated a participatory process of critical reflection on the present and future implications of labour issues. The women stressed the need of a movement and alliance building amongst themselves to build bridges of solidarity. Also it provided a platform for the participants to discus ways in which women are partaking in the struggles for socio-economic empowerment. 

Session V – Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI)
The session on the RTI was presided by Mr. R.V. Gupta, State Chief Information Commissioner, Jharkahand State Information Commission.

The women pointed out that corruption was the main cause why development was not reaching their village and collective action in this regard was essential. It was pointed out by the participants that there was budget allocated for their village but it was not being put to proper use.

The participants also complained about the public distribution system and how the ration was being sold in the black-market and was not being given at subsidized rates to the poor. 

Also it was brought to light by the participants that under the Indira Awas Yojana the poor were not benefiting and it was the rich who were claiming the benefits of this scheme. The participants wanted to know the procedure for the identification of beneficiaries under such schemes. 

Ms. Sandhya Bariyar, Anganvadi Anudeshika, Itki (Ranchi) wanted information about Anganwadi centres and the trainings that were being provided by them. She was requested to file for information under the RTI Act. 
It was also raised by the participants that the Primary Health Centres were not providing health services to the villagers. Also education facilities in villages were far from satisfactory as the Government school teachers were not present and the children had to suffer due to this. 
To this the participants were provided information regarding information which can be asked under the Act, the procedure for filing of application under the Act, authorities under the Act, fees, penalties for not providing information etc. It was also informed to the participants that people who had BPL cards were exempted from fees under the Act. 
It was stated by the participants that it was the collective voice of women which this Act aimed to strengthen and awareness about this law would bring about a more transparent and accountable system.   

Session VI – Free legal aid in the context of women in Jharkhand 

In keeping with needs of the community a session on Free Legal Aid was conducted which was presided by Mr. U. Sarathchandran, Member Secretary, National Legal Service Authority and the panelists included Mr. A.V Singh, Director, Judicial Academy Jharkhand, Mr. Navneet Kumar, Member Secretary, Jharkhand Legal Service Authority, Mr. B.K Goswami, Secretary, High Court Legal Services Authority and Mr. Uma Prasad, Chairman, Permanent Lok Adalat, Ranchi. 
The participants were informed about the eligibility criteria for obtaining free legal aid, facilities available under the same and the procedure for applying for free legal aid.. The participants posed various questions they showed their reluctance towards the legal system because the cost and time involved. To this they were provided information on free legal aid and that women were entitlement to avail free legal aid. 
Ms. Ferozi Bibi from Deoghar stated that her husband died in a motor accident and till now no compensation has been given to her so what should she do. She was told to either approach the Motor Accident Tribunal or seek assistance form the District Legal Services Authority. 
Another participant stated that a man had sexually abused a women and out of that a child was born. The women wants justice and a decent and respectful living for her child. She was advised to approach the District Legal Services Authority or the Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority for redressal of her grevience. 

Ms. Gita Sahu, (Village: Dhaulacha, Block – Lapung, District Ranchi) stated that she was sexually abused by a man who was put behind bars but he promised to marry her if she retracted from her statement. When she did the same the accused fled. Now she wanted to know the remedy which she could avail for attainment of justice. 
Session VII – Panchayati Raj Institutions 73rd Constitutional Amendment, Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 in the context of the State of Jharkahnd  
The session was presided by Mr. S.K Sathapaty (I.A.S), Secretary, Department of Panchayati Raj, Government of Jharkhand and the panelist was Mr. Ganesh Prasad, Director, Department of Panchayati Raj, Government of Jharkhand. The participants were informed about the various developmental programmes and welfare schemes which are coordinated by Department, Panchayati Raj Institutions.

Mr. S. K Satpathy said that elections are now likely to be held in May 2010. Consequently, pre-election training shall begin immediately. He also informed the participants that now in the light of the Supreme Court’s decision to hold panchayat elections in the State immediately, it was imperative that Pre-Election Voter Awareness Campaign be launched in the state with all vigor so that people at the grass-root level exercise well informed choices. 

It was also pointed out both by the panelists and the participants that women need to come forward and claim their rights and entitlements in government welfare programmes like NREGS. The participants were encouraged to expand their horizons, stand united against any form of discrimination and exploitation and collectively demand their legal entitlements. 

The participants stated that establishment of Panchayats can ensure smooth and effective implementation of government welfare schemes and will facilitate women in rightfully claiming their legal entitlements.

Women participants at the end decided to demand immediate elections to the Panchayats as they view Panchayats as vehicles to bring about development at the grass-root level. It was also pointed out that women need to stand for elections in the Panchayats to ensure gender equity in governance and lend a voice to women centric issues which are often ignored by their male counter-parts. It will help women in placing their demands and prioritizing village development activities according to their fundamental requirements.  

 Ms. Kanchan Devi from Giridih vehemently demanded on behalf of all the participants that 50% reservation be provided to women in Panchayats. Ms. Subhadra Devi from Chattra stated that trainings to enhance capacities of prospective women leaders and leaders should be conducted.  
Session VIII – Deliberations and formation of the 
Ranchi Declaration 
The deleberations which took place during the course of the three day Congregation of women took the shape of the Ranchi Declaration. The Ranchi Declaration is the voice of the hopes and aspirations of the women. During this concluding session Hon’ble Mr. Justice M. Y Eqbal, Judge, High Court of Jharkhand and Executive Chairman, Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority was also present.   

Session VIII – Deliberations and formation of the 
Ranchi Declaration 
The deleberations which took place during the course of the three day Congregation of women took the shape of the Ranchi Declaration. The Ranchi Declaration is the voice of the hopes and aspirations of the women. During this concluding session Hon’ble Mr. Justice M. Y Eqbal, Judge, High Court of Jharkhand and Executive Chairman, Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority presided the session in which the declaration was discussed, passed and submitted to him.   
JHARKHAND DECLARATION 2010

We, the women from all the districts of Jharkhand, present at this State Level Congregation of women with Higher Judiciary for solution finding, here at Itki, Ranchi from 17th- 19th January 2010, organized by Rural Litigation & Entitlement Kendra (RLEK) with the support of National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and Jharkhand Legal Services Authority (JHALSA), hereby declare and resolve that:-
1) Women in Jharkhand are increasingly becoming vulnerable to the accusations of being Witches (Dayan Pratha). women in Jharkhand have become vulnerable to the accusations of being Witches (Dayan Pratha). Though, the Anti-Witch Hunting Act was enacted but it is a legislation without teeth. Conviction rates for Witch Hunting crimes are very dismal. Therefore, to safeguard women in the State from the heinous crime of witch hunting we demand the State Government to provide for greater penalty under the law for such a crime as well as effective and efficient implementation of the law.  We will help each other and work towards abolishing the evil practice of Witch Crafting within 2 years time by sensitizing people through RLEK, NALSA and JHALSA
2) Panchayat Elections shall be held in Jharkhand at the earliest at all three levels of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) as per the 73rd Amendment in the Constitution of India. Delay in Panchayat in elections is jeopardizing the rights and interests of women and people belonging to marginalised communities. We, the women will oversee that the Panchayat elections are held in time in Jharkhand now in the light of the judgment of the Supreme Court of India and protecting the constitutional right of women and the marginalised towards bringing about a transparent and accountable government. Thus, we call for immediate elections of the Panchayat in the State. 
3) Women shall get 50% reservation in all the three tiers of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI). As this would ensure that we become equal partakers in the grassroot democratic process and enhance our decision making power.
4) We, the women of this forum request RLEK to file a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in Supreme Court of India to abolish ‘Daiyaan Pratha’ in Jharkhand .
5) Under the ‘Rights of Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)’ Act, 2006, the rights of these marginalized sections of the society need to be protected and assured. 
6) The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), 2005 provides for employment to rural people. It also contemplates about establishment of crèches in work areas where women are employed, 33% reservation for women for work under this Act. This is far from the truth as these facilities are not provided. We immediately seek for establishment of crèches, work for women and ending interference of contractors as per the Act. Besides, unemployment allowance is also not given to women in NREGA. Women are not paid equally alike men under NREGA. Besides, widows are not given under NREGA on the pretext of they being widows. This anomaly needs to be rectified through intervention. RLEK will intervene in the same with the support of Jharkhand Legal Services Authority (JHALSA).

7) We request RLEK to lobby and advocate for the amendment in Muslim Personal Law wherein women’s right of inheritance in property is not in accordance with the principle of equity and is in stark violation of Article 14 of the Constitution of India.

8) We demand that the information of all Development Schemes for the district should be disseminated and made available to the Anganwadi Sevika’s who work at the Gram Sabha level. This would ensure transparency and combat corruption a major deterrent in the development of villages. 

9) In Jharkhand 15 Districts have been notified as Scheduled Areas. The state is home to a large tribal population and therefore, we call upon the state government to implement the Panchayat (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 with immediate effect in letter as well as spirit in order to empower Panchayati Raj Institutions in Schedule V areas as contemplated under the Constitution of India. 

REPORT OF THE LEGAL LITERCAY CAMPS ORGHANISED
Camp 1 
	Place: Primary Health Centre, Village: Dangapara, Block: Hiranpur, District: Pakur

	Date: 4-6 October,2009

	Number of Beneficiaries: 120


A legal literacy camp was conducted in village Dangarpara of Pakur district in an effort to generate legal literacy amongst women. Since the village is home to the Paharia tribal community the camp was an attempt to make the community aware about the rights and entitlements as the beneficiaries were being excluded from the ambit of not just development projects but also their legal rights due to lack of awareness. This camp saw participation not just from women of the village where the camp was being conducted i.e. Dangarpara but also from Paharpur, Sanwla pur, Daldali, Telopara, Dewapara, Butipara and Khulipara etc. 

Since the camp was a need based intervention, topics of concern to the community were undertaken for active dissemination during the course of the three day camp. Topics covered included Free Legal Aid, Lok Adalat, Plea Bargaining, Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI), National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 (NREGA), Consumer Act, Child Marriage, Female feoticide, Dain Partha, Forest Rights, Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe rights etc.  The camp apart from being a forum for generating awareness about laws also served as a platform for the community to air their grievances before the members of the judiciary in their areas. The camp witnessed interactive discussions and solution finding measures. 

Camp 2
	Place: Town Hall, (Sanghi Dalan) Raj Mahal, Block : Raj Mahal, District: SahibGanj

	Date: 8-10 October, 2009

	Number of Beneficiaries: 160


The legal literacy camp at Sahibganj saw an overwhelming participation of women. The participants from Talajhari, Udhwa, Mohanpur, Radha Nagar, Lakhipur etc. from three blocks Udhwa, Taljhari and Rajmahal attended the camp. 

Topics covered during the course of three days included RTI, NREGA, Right to Education, Labour Laws, Forest Rights, Marriage, Divorce, Maintenance, Female Feticide, Mental Health Act, 1987, Motor Accident Compensation. A two way interaction was the highlight of this camp as women raised questions about the practicalities they face and how can the law help them to fight for their rights and entitlements. Questions of the procedural aspects of NREGA were put forth especially in regard to minimum wages. Further, the participants stated that women are made victims using the custom of Dian Pratha. To this they were provided information about the recourse available under the act punishing this inhumane practice. 

Camp 3
	Place: Primary School Bhawan, Village: Tesobathan, Block; Sunder pahari, District: Godda

	Date: 12-14 October, 2009

	Number of Beneficiaries: 92


This camp was also conducted in this area as large number of Paharia Tribes reside here. Women from Tesobathan, Tilabar, Domdih Sunmara, Tetaria & Jeetpur villages attended the camp. 


The participants stated that poverty was the biggest impediment they had to face. They were aware about NREGA but did not have much knowledge about procedures involved such as how to get a job card made, payment of wages, facilities for women under the Act etc. 

The women vehemently opposed the corruption existing in the present system and stated that it was essential to eradicate the same so that development could reach the poorest sections of the society. To this they were informed about the Right to Information Act, 2005 and how they could use it to make the system more accountable, responsive and transparent.  

Laws relating to women such as the Protection of Women from the Domestic Violence Act, 2005 was discuss at length. The participants commended this move of safeguarding rights of women within the four walls of her home and stated that it was ignorance that was posing a hindrance in the development of women. 

Camp 4
	

	Place: Project Girls High School, Karoun, Block: Karoun, District: Deoghar, Date: 26-28 October, 2009, Number of Beneficiaries: 117 
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The camp was  held at Block – Karoun, District Deoghar, which saw an enigmatic charisma of women. Women from nearby areas of Karoun, Kolri Kerokol, Maldora Bhuldiha, Madhopur, Tekratol, Saltal, Kathmokhi, Majhidih, Nawadih, Pathrol, Alampur, Tetria, Koldih, Ranidih, Sirsa etc participated with a lot of enthusiasm to learn about their rights and entitlements.  

During the course of the three days, topics such as free legal aid, lok adalat, plea bargaining, RTI, NREGA, Consumer Protection Act, Child marriage, Female feoticide, dain partha (Witch-Hunting), forest rights, Rights of Scheduled laws protecting rights of Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes, marriage, divorce maintenance, labour laws, maternity benefit, equal pay for equal work were taken up for active dissemination. Amongst these topics, special emphasis was laid on Anti Witch Hunting Act. 
During the course of the camps the women participants put forth various questions. They were happy to learn that there were provisions for providing free legal aid to the marginalized communities. They stated that this would go a long way in translating access to justice into a reality.  
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Consumer protection was an arena which was discussed at length as the participants stated that many a times they had been cheated by the shopkeepers or goods manufactures by selling them substandard goods or were charged in excess to the maximum retail price. In this regard they were informed about various remedies which were available to them and how they could fight for their consumer rights before the consumer court and other forums.  
Camp 5
	

	Place: Primary School Bhawan, Village: Ahilyapur, Block : Gandey
District: Giridih. Date: 30 October - 01 November 2009. Number of beneficiaries: 103 




A three day legal literacy camp was conducted by RLEK in Village Ahilyapur, Distt : Giridih. Women from Ahilyapur, Parwatpur, Parmadih, Gudiyadih, Chitarpoki, Ghargharwa, Paharma etc. attended the camp. The camp saw an overwhelming presence of 103 women who had come from far-flung villages. The women appreciated the initiatives such as this legal literacy camp and stated that such events should be made a regular feature.  
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The closing day saw discussions on rights at the time of arrest and detention. Mr. C.M Hansda, Police Station Incharge, Ahilyapur informed these aspects of the laws to the participants on the the third day of the camp. Mr. Guja Hajra, Principal and President Primary School Teachers Association Giridih was present on the last day of the camp. Mr. C.M Hansda, informed the participants about the right to education and the transformative nature of education on society. He laid stress on girl child education and its importance. 

The topics that were deliberated during these three days included the Right to Information Act as a tool to fight corruption and instill transparency, women related laws etc. 

The issue of female feoticide was also discussed at length which was the reason for the skewed sex ratio. The laws prohibiting female feoticide were taken up for active discussion. The participants stated that medical practitioners who are carrying on this inhumane practice should be punished sternly and till date there have not been many convictions under the act as a result of which the law is not having a deterring effect on the wrong-doers. The women stated that such acts of violence should not go unnoticed and the culprits should be put behind bars at once. 
Camp 6
	

	Place: Samudayik Bhawan, Village: Kharoni, Block; Gopikander, District: Dumka, Date 3-5 November, 2009, Number of beneficiaries:  136 

 




A three day legal literacy camp was organized by RLEK in Village: Kharoni, Block; Gopikander, District: Dumka. Women from various villages i.e. Tarni, Ahaarijua, Kharoni, Karipahari, Karodih, Karbani, Kermo, Maholo, Paharpur, Bharsudhiya, Karipahari, Harichua, Rajdha, Kalyanpur, Parwatpur, Baraphuljhari etc. attended the camp.[image: image4.jpg]



The camp witnessed an active participation from women. A two-way dialogue was ensured whereby women put forth their hopes and aspirations before the policy makers and district judiciary and solicited solutions for the same. Based on the assessment of the needs of the target groups the topics which were discussed during the course of three days included free legal aid, Lok Adalat, Right to Information, right to education, forest rights, child marriage, marriage divorce and maintenance, laws against witch-hunting (daain pratha), female feoticide etc.  

The women stated that there were anomalies existing in the National Rural Guarantee Act, 2005 as a result of which wages were not being paid on time or were not being paid at all. The participants also pointed out that corruption was proving to be a major impediment in the States development as a result of which the rich were becoming richer and poor poorer as a result of which poverty was on the rise.  

The women also raised the issues of child marriage and the health consequences which women have to face when they are married off at an early age as they do not have the right to choose when and how many children they want to have. This results in a lot of pressure on young girls and  gives rise to many health problems which prove to be fatal. Also, since these girls are not educated they have no option but to give in to the demands of their family. 
Camp 7 

	

	Venue: Vikas Kendra, Simdega Block & District: Simdega

Date: 08-10 Nov, 2009.

No. of beneficiaries : 160

	


A legal literacy camp was conducted in the Vikas Kendra premises Simdega. This camp was an attempt to impart knowledge concerning day to day life of the common man, their rights and also their duties towards the society and the country. The camp was inaugurated by Bishop Bhim Sen and Father Tobish Soren, also present The camp mostly emphasized on the rights of women, special attention was also given to the rights of the women concerning domestic violence, witch hunting, dowry, and laws concerning marriage, divorce and maintenance and also the rights to working women.


During the course of the three days various sessions were conducted on various subjects such as Free legal Aid, Right to Information Act, 2005, National Rural Employment Guarantee act 2005 and other fundamental rights. Mr. Pradeep Kumar, District Judge, Simdega, said that women should be aware of the basic laws and help in spreading them amongst there community, as this will lead to the communities progress at the grass root level and in turn the nation will prosper in the larger context. 

	Venue:     Shabri Ashram

Block& District :  Gumla

Date:     12-14 Nov, 2009

No. of beneficiaries :  130

	

	


Camp 8

A three – day legal literacy camp was conducted by RLEK in Shabri Ashram, Gumla. Women from nearby villages such as Gunia, Kayamba, Tangardih, Banalat, Thattoli, Bati, Tarri, Kotan, Anand Nagar, Dipatoli, Phasiya took part in this camp.

Mr. Vijay Shankar Shukla, ACJM & Secretary DLSA and Mr. Ashok Kumar, Judicial Magistrate & Registrar of Distt. Judge inaugurated the camp. Mr. Ashok Kumar informed the participants on the rights provided under the Indian constitution such as right to equality, full participation. He also informed the women on newly enacted Domestic Violence Act 2005, he informed the women that any kind of violence that takes place in the house is termed as domestic violence and you have the right to move the court. He also explained the kind of violence which are mentioned under the act. Mr.  Vijay Shankar Shukla informed the participants on free legal aid, and that all the women are entitled get free legal aid from the district legal services authority, under free legal aid you can get lawyer services, all expenses will be catered by the authority. On the last day Mr. Vijay Shankar Shukla, Mr. Ashok Kumar and Mr. Siddharth Mandal, Judicial Magistrate were all present. Mr. Siddharth Mandal informed the participants about Hindu Succession Act, Dowry and marriage related laws. 
Camp 9
	Venue: Van Vasi Kalian Kendra, Lohardaga

Block: Lohardaga

District: Lohardaga

	No. of beneficiaries : 96

	


A legal literacy camp was organized by RLEK in, Van Vasi Kalian Kendra, Lohardaga, more than 90 women from various villages participated in the camp. The women belonged to villages such as Mahua Toli, Chittri Ambatoli, Kundu, Navadih, Kusumtoli and Tissia.
In this three day legal literacy camp the participants were informed on free legal aid. They were told that all the women, irrespective of their religion or caste are entitled to get free legal aid from the court,  participants were also informed about the importance of Lok Adalat, Plea Bargaining , National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005, how to get job card under NREGA, the facilities which have to be provided by the authority at work place, and also informed if the government is unable to provide you the work then you are entitled to claim unemployment allowances, and you are also entitled to get wages of the work within fifteen days. Right to Information Act 2005, under this act all the citizens have the right to ask or get any kind of information from the government department,  by writing a simple application, you can ask the village level officer or from your Block Development Officer about all the development work or money which was allotted to your village, you can also ask from the authority how much money is spent in your village and for what work.
 They were also informed that by using this tool you can bring a change in the system and curb the corruption and contribute in the overall development of the village and country. They were also informed about Consumer Protection Act, that if you buy any thing you must ask the bill, what kind of rights are given to you by various welfare labour laws such as minimum wages act, equal pay for equal work, payment of wages act and Maternity Benefit Act 1961.
	SPECIAL CAMP : Need based intervention. 



	Village : Patharghatia

Block : Palojori

Distt : Deoghar

Date : 27th Oct’ 09

	


In India, where the Constitution provides for protection to women and the State of Jharkhand having passed a state law on punishing the culprits of the inhumane crime of Witch-hunting, there are some regions which still experience these incidents. These incidents reflect the fact that even to date women are living in complete absentia from their human rights guaranteed by innumerable laws.   

A special camp in village Patherghatiya was conducted in keeping with the felt needs of the community. Last month an incident had taken place in which five women were tortured, parade naked forced to eat rotten food for being “Dains (Witch)”. 

[image: image5.jpg]


More than 300 villages (both men and women) participated in the camp as the need to sensitized the community on the issue of Witch-hunting and the laws prohibiting them was seen as emergent. The Anti-witch hunting act was taken up for active dissemination.  

During this special camp Mr. Narendra Kumar Srivastava, Distt and Sessions Judge, Deoghar, Mr. Anmol Kumar Singh, BDO, Palojori  as well as Mr. Rambabu Mandal, police inspector Palojori was also present.

The participants took keen interest in learning about the Anti-witch hunting law and the legal recourse available to victims as well as the punishment for violators. The participants stated that it was superstitions which were undermining the human rights of marginalized groups especially women. They stated that the real change would come when there was a change in mind-sets instilled with human rights principles. Further, they added that such change would form the cornerstone of a society based on a human rights based approach to gender justice.  

The women who were victims of this inhumane practice were given assurance by RLEK and the local authorities that proper protection will be given to them and such incidents will not take place with them in future. They were also made aware and were promised that Free Legal Aid, Old Age Pension, Widow Pension among other safeguards will be provided to them. 
To promote legal empowerment of women to enable them to enforce for their rights and entitlements and effectively address injustices. 


To work towards a rights based framework for ensuring legal empowerment of women.


To provide a platform to women to raise their issues and concerns before the higher judiciary and other concerned actors


To Strengthen Women's network and Advocacy through interaction with higher judiciary and other actors 


To instill confidence ensuring independent thinking, expressing concerns of the community, communicate their views, perceptions, priorities and equally participate in the development of their communities.





The camp was inaugurated by Mr. A.K Jaiswal Secretary DLSA, Lohardaga, he informed the women about various laws, he emphasized on NREGA, RTI and free legal aid. He was also present on the last day of the camp. Mr. Ajay Kumar Mittal, Advocate, was also present in the camp.





. Last day: Mr. Mohd Mushtaq Ahmad,  District and Session Judge, Gumla was present. He emphasized on the importance of education and specially girls education, he informed that now every child whether boy or girl has the right to get free education.


 He also informed the participants on other constitutional and fundamental rights provided under the constitution.








Safina Bibi, Sagrina Bibi, Gulnoor Bibi from Patharghatia Deoghar all three from the same family in October 2009 were paraded naked in the village, beaten and declared "dayans" by villagers in front of thousands of people. These women stated that no action was taken against the wrong-doers. To this the distinguished guest assured quick action and also ordered the Jharkahnd State legal Authorities to ensure speedy justice to these women. 











Shri. U. Sharatchandran, Member Secretary, National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was present at the occasion assured the particponts that the Jharkhand Legal Services Authority would look into the complaints and provide requisite legal aid to women for the same. Shri. Navneet Kumar, Member Secretary, JHALSA urged women to approach JHALSA without hesitation for rectification of the problems. 








The prime magnetism of the camp was the presence of the Mr. Pradeep Kumar singh, District & Sessions Judge, Simdega, Mr. Vijay Kumar Sub-judge, CJM & Secretary DLSA simdega Mr. Santosh Kumar Judicial Magistrate& Registrar DJ and Mr. Sagheer Ahmad, Advocate, Simdega. The presence of these officers in these officers in camp boosted the morale of the participants.





On the first day were Mr. Ram Preet Prasad, Advocate Simdega  he informed the participants about right to education, free legal aid.


Mr. Prabhat Kumar Srivastava, Advocate, Simdega, informed the participants about legal aid clinic, lok adalat, permanent lok adalat,


Mr. Jagdishwar Sahu, Advocate, Simdega, informed the participants about consumer protection law.








On the first day Mr. Parveen Kumar Prakash, BDO – Gopikander was present and he informed participants about NREGA and other welfare schemes running for women such as Widow Pension, Old Age Pension etc, and health schemes for women and child.  








On the first day Mr. A.K Singh, Secretary, DLSA was present. He said that the objective of such camps was to make the masses aware of the general laws relating to day – to - day working. He also said that under the Constitution of India that equal rights are enshrined for men as well as women. And special provisions have been made for the empowerment of women so that they can safeguard their interests. 








On the first day Mr. BDO – Karoun, inaugurated the camp and he informed the participants about NREGA and other schemes run by the government for women’s welfare.


The second day witnessed the presence of Mr. Narendra Kumar Srivastava, Distt and Sessions Judge, Deoghar, who emphasized on the laws against “witch hunting” and appealed to women that they have to take a collective stand to mitigate this evil practice from society. 








Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh, JM cum registrar inaugurated the camp, Mr. Sanjay Pandey, Block Development Officer (BDO) Sunderpahari was also present at inauguration as well as the valedictory function. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh JM informed about free legal aid and the role of the District Legal Services Authority in providing access to justice to the marginalized groups. Mr. Sanjay Pandey, BDO informed the participants about NREGA and other welfare schemes.





Present on the second day were Mr. S.K. Jha, ADJ, Fast Track Court, Mr. R.K. Singh, SDJM. Whereas on the third day Mr. Himanshu Shekhar Jha, CJM, Sahebganj, Mr.G.C. Sinha, ACJM, Rajmahal, Mr.R.K.Tuli,S.J. III and Mrs. Veena Mishra SDJM Sahebganj were present. Mrs. Veena Mishra threw light on laws prohibiting female feticide and right to education.





Mr. Rajendra Kumar Jumnani, District & Sessions Judge, Sahibganj, Inaugurated the women legal literacy camp and informed the participants about laws prohibiting Witch-hunting, Female Feticide and Free legal aid. Other judicial officers present on day one included Mr. V.N. Saha, Additional District Judge  (ADJ) 1st, Mr. S.K. Jha, ADJ, Fast Track Court, Mr. A.K. Singh, S.J II, Mr.R.K.Tuli, S.J. III, Mr.G.C. Sinha, ACJM, Rajmahal, Mr. R.K. Singh, SDJM, Member Secretary Sub Divisional Court, Rajmahal, Mr. R. Chandra, JM 1st Class, Raj Mahal, Mr. A.K. Dubey JM 1st. 





On second day of the camp Mr. Zulfiqar A. Ansari, Block Development Officer, Hiranpur provided answers to queries put forth by the participants in regard to NREGA, Below Poverty Line Cards, Pensions etc.





Mr. Kishor Kumar Srivastava, District & Sessions Judge, Pakur inaugurated the programme on 4 October, 2009 and dwelled upon the right to education and its importance.





Mr. Lalji Singh Kushwaha, Member secretary District Legal Services Authority, Pakur provided information on free legal aid. Mr. Vishwanath Shukla, Registrar & Judicial Magistrate Pakur was also present on the first day of the camp.
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